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The 2018 edition of the International Symposium on Reactive
Intermediates and Unusual Molecules (ISRIUM) was held on
July 15–20 at the beautiful Congressi Stefano Franscini site on
the Monte Verità in Ascona, Ticino.

Thedistinctiveness of the ISRIUMseries lies in itswide scope;
it brings together scientists from different fields in chemistry and
adjoining disciplines – from molecular physics to molecular
biochemistry – who share a common interest in understanding
reaction mechanisms and the reactive intermediates that are
formed in the course of a chemical transformation.

Organizers ProfessorsThomas Bally (University of Fribourg)
and Peter Chen (ETH Zurich), for whom this was the fifth such
collaboration, have a unique approach to putting together the
program: they try to invite speakers who would otherwise never
come to an ISRIUM meeting. This ensures that the ISRIUM
series continues its tradition of broadness and diversity, and that
the community embraces cutting-edge concepts from all fields
of chemistry. The recent edition continued this tradition and
upheld the high levels of science and range that have become
the hallmark of the series. During the week, many attendees
expressed their appreciation for the special nature of the meeting,
and perhaps the best testimonial was the comment by Professor
Scott Denmark, who said “I have never learned so much in so
few days at a conference”.

This is the fifth time the ISRIUM meeting has been held at
Monte Verità, and, as before, the return has been due to popular
demand. The unique backdrop of the CSF site and the relaxed
atmosphere it promotes were conducive to the many stimulating
discussions on new concepts and methods that took place during
the six days of the meeting, and encouraged intermingling
of junior scientists with senior colleagues, which is key to
strengthening the future of this community and to forming new
scientific collaborations.

This year’s meeting featured 13 sessions, dedicated to
11 different topics. Of the 66 participants from 15 different
countries, 22 were PhD students, postdoctoral fellows or early-
career scientists and 13 were female. In the 2 poster sessions, 29
posters were displayed by junior and senior scientists.

The list of sessions and speakers is given below.
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